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LESSON #6:8 – Post War America
(1/28) VOCABULARY

p. 200-201:

General strike

Boston Strike of 1919

Steel Strike of 1920

p. 202-203

The Red Scare

Reds

The Palmer Raids

Deported

Warren G. Harding’s “normalcy”

• ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

17. How did the end of 
the war and the soldiers 
coming home effect the 
workplace?

18. Why did we have such 
fear and hatred toward a 
general strike?
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Financial Cost of war



Which nation paid the most in US dollars?



Which nation paid the most in US dollars?

Which nations followed next in spending the most?

What was the total cost of First World War?

Financial Cost of the First World War

Allied Powers Cost in Dollars in 1914-18

United States 22,625,253,000

Great Britain 35,334,012,000

France 24,265,583,000

Russia 22,293,950,000

Look at the next series of pictures.
Describe what has happened. 























Human cost of war



What’s the total number killed?

Approx. 9 million killed



What two nations paid the highest price?

Russia & Germany



“casualties” include both injured and killed

What’s the total number of casualties?

Approx. 29 million injured and killed



Which “side” suffered the most deaths?







What two “allied” nations suffered the majority of deaths?

France and Russia – 55% of all allied deaths.



What new information does this graph show? 

Civilian deaths, as well as military.



The Allies (Entente)

Which “side” suffered the most total deaths?



USA

Which nation 
suffered the fewest 
deaths?





Who will pay?

• Germany forced to pay “reparations” of over $33 
billion

• That was a ridiculously large amount of $$

• What might the victors have done this to Germany?

• to be sure they could never dominate Europe again

• Also – forced to reduce size of military

– To 100,000 men

– No machines that could kill

• What were the victors attempting to prevent?

• Germany from being able to attack ever again

Sidebar facts:
1. They just finished 

paying final 
payment in 2010

2. It took 92 years



Who will pay?

• That “War guilt clause” – Germany had to accept 
full blame for start and continuation of war

• What was the likely purpose of this clause?

• Punishment – and to humiliate the Germans

• Was it true?

• Of course not. Germany was a big cause, but 
there is plenty of blame to go around…



What is being suggested here?



Impact of war on USA
• Read p. 200 – how and why was US economy 

effected?

• Workers responded

• Inflation is when prices go up faster than 
wages

• Union membership had grown during war

• What do you think unions demanded?

• Better pay and better conditions, to keep up 
with inflation



Terrorism in America

Considered one of the first terror attacks on 
American soil, the September 16, 1920, Wall 
Street bombing was claimed by a radical group 
called the American Anarchist Fighters, calling 
on the government to free political prisoners.

A timed device on the back of a horse-
drawn wagon exploded shortly before 
noon. Eyewitnesses claim seeing a cloud 
of "yellowish-green smoke" that rose 
more than 100 feet into the air.



Terrorism in America

The horse wagon carried dynamite and cast-
iron slugs. When the bomb exploded, the slugs 
became deadly shrapnel. The blast shattered 
windows as far as half a mile away from the 
center of the explosion. Thirty-eight people 
were killed and 300 others were injured.

The explosion threw an automobile 20 
feet in the air. The ground-floor offices of 
the J.P. Morgan building directly across 
from the blast site were totally destroyed. 
Glass littered the street like snow.

William 3. Flynn, the chief of the U.S. Secret Service, was convinced it was a conspiracy to ". . . 
wreck the American government and society." 
However, no arrests were ever made. The 1920 Wall Street Bombing remains a mystery.



The Strikes of post-war America

• What do workers do when they want more 
money or better conditions?

• <<each group member take one section>>
• Seattle General Strike (p. 200)
• Boston Police Strike (p. 200)
• The Steel Strike (p.200)
• The Race Riots (p. 201-202)
• EACH SECTION HAS SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

NEEDED FOR COMPLETION.
• FIND YOURS IN THE BOOK THEN SHARE WITH 

YOUR GROUP.



Seattle General Strike

• WHAT THE PROTESTERS WANTED:

• WHAT THEY GOT:

• WHY THE PROTEST MATTERED:

Higher wages and shorter hours

nothing

Five days of general strike – worried Americans (general 
strikes are a technique of the communists in Europe



Boston Police Strike

• AMOUT OF THE POLICE FORCE INVOLVED:

• WHAT IT LED TO:

• WHY THE PROTEST MATTERED:

75%

Rioting and looting – governor called in National Guard

Police Commissioner fired the police strikers



The Steel Strike

• WHAT THE PROTESTERS WANTED:

• WHAT IT LED TO:

• WHAT ENDED UP HAPPENING:

Higher wages and shorter hours, recognition of union

Company hired replacements (African Amer & Mexicans)

Riots left 18 strikers dead



The Race Riots

• WHAT CAUSED THEM:

• WHAT WAS THE RESULT:

• WHY IT WILL MATTER IN COMING YEARS:

African Americans had taken jobs during the war 
that returning soldiers wanted

African Americans had taken jobs during the war 
that returning soldiers wanted



The Palmer Raids
On November 15, 1919, U.S. Attorney General 
A. Mitchell Palmer's organization launched a 
raid on the Industrial Workers of the World 
(IWW) union headquarters in New York City.

As with many of Palmer's raids, furniture was 
overturned and broken. Files and stacks of 
paper were thrown about without regard for 
orderly search procedures.

Palmer's primary targets were union offices 
and immigrant-owned businesses, especially 
those with any socialist ties.

Palmer's raids were done without warning and, 
usually, without legal warrants. The erosion of 
basic civil rights was overlooked by an 
American public frightened into believing that 
Socialists and Communists posed a real threat.



The Red Scare

• Where were Americans so afraid of? (p. 202)

• What happened after Eugene Debs was jailed?

Americans were afraid of Communism
The General Strikes looked like Russian 
Communism. This led to the “Red Scare”

He was a socialist leader.
People protested when he was put in jail. 
This led to riots. 
Then, the Palmer Raids, & deportation of 100s of Russians.
US Attorney General Palmer led the raids to find evidence 
of a Communist conspiracy. He never did find any. 



The Election of 1920

• People were getting disillusioned with government.

• Wilson had been a Democrat

• They were unpopular b/c of all the problems

• Republicans put up Warren G. Harding

• He campaigned on “return to normalcy”

• Who was the winner?

• Hardin won by a landslide!

Economic issues
Labor unrest
Racial tensions 
Memories of war




